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	Campaign
	2020 United States presidential election (Green Party primaries)

	Candidate
	Dario Hunter
Member of the Youngstown Board of Education (2016-Present)

	Affiliation
	Green

	Status
	Announced exploratory committee: January 20, 2019
Announced: February 18, 2019

	Headquarters
	Youngstown, Ohio

	Slogan
	Building Bridges, Breaking Barriers

	Website

	www.dariohunter.com
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On January 21, 2019, rabbi and member of the Youngstown, Ohio Board of Education, Dario Hunter announced the formation of an exploratory committee to consider running for the Green Party nomination in the 2020 United States presidential election.[1][2] On February 18, 2019, Hunter officially announced he would be running for president.[3] Hunter is currently the only Green elected officeholder in the State of Ohio and the only candidate in the Green Party presidential primary to hold elected office. [4][5] 

Contents
· 1 2019 campaign developments 
· 1.1 February 2019 launch
· 1.2 Formal announcement
· 1.3 Firing from synagogue over position on Israel 
· 1.3.1 Alleged homophobic and anti-Muslim bias
· 1.4 The Building Bridges Tour 
· 1.4.1 Visit to Israel
· 2 References
· 3 External links
2019 campaign developments
February 2019 launch
On January 21, 2019, Hunter officially announced the formation of an exploratory committee to prepare for a potential run in the 2020 Green Party presidential primaries.[1][2] Hunter stated that America's divisions and inequalities demanded "a real national conversation about how to change the direction of this country."[6] 
Formal announcement
On February 18, 2019, Hunter officially announced his candidacy for the Green Party nomination during an event held in Pittsburgh.[7] The New Republic referred to Hunter as "as diverse as candidates come..."[8] Hunter stated to that publication, “If we want to cut through the lack of attention given [to Greens], we need someone who has a loud and clear voice and a tough skin." “It takes a tough skin to be an openly gay black son-of-an immigrant Jewish rabbi.”[8] 
MTV.com highlighted his platform's inclusion of single-payer healthcare for all and "plans to transition the United States to renewable energy entirely." [9] 
Firing from synagogue over position on Israel
Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah, the Boardman, Ohio, synagogue where Hunter served as rabbi, fired him after his comments on Israel were published in a Cleveland.com article.[10][11] Hunter stated to Cleveland.com that he did "not believe the United States should be providing any form of aid to Israel or any human-rights abusers” and referred to Israel's treatment of Palestinians as "horribly atrocious".[12] The synagogue initially denied that his statements on Israel had anything to do with the decision, citing merely his choice to run for president and the time commitments involved.[13] The synagogue later affirmed that his statements on Israel had led to his termination.[14] 
Hunter has made fighting anti-BDS laws a part of his campaign, telling German paper de:Jüdische Allgemeine, "We will fight the attempt to curtail our rights to freedom of expression through laws that ban the boycott of Israel and the criticism of its human rights violations." [15] 
Alleged homophobic and anti-Muslim bias
Bruce Zoldan, CEO of Phantom Fireworks and board member of Ohev Tzedek-Shaarei Torah, stated in an email to the synagogue's board, "I will finance him if he promises to open and manage a gay bar for former Muslims with Jewish beliefs in Ramallah."[14] Hunter, an openly gay convert to Judaism from Islam, told The Vindicator that he was "shocked and saddened" by Zoldan's statement and called it "homophobic and anti-Muslim." [16] 
The Building Bridges Tour
After his announcement, Hunter embarked upon a tour he called "The Building Bridges Tour."[17] As of April 2019, Hunter has visited Valparaiso, IN, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Muskegon, MI,Cincinnati, Lansing, MI and Haifa, Israel.[18] His campaign is scheduled to visit San Francisco, Portland, ME, Worcester, MA, Hartford, CT and Columbus, OH.[18] 
Visit to Israel
Hunter visited Haifa, Israel the day before April Israeli elections to meet with Reem Hazzan, the campaign manager for the joint campaign of Hadash and Ta'al.[19] His visit generated press attention in both the US and Israel, with particular emphasis given to Hunter's advocacy for Palestinian rights and his reference to the area as 'Israel-Palestine,' a term also used in the Green Party's official platform.[20][21] 
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